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Next Mee ng:
Dick Morgan, K6RAH, will
present “Surviving 2019 Propagation” at the April 9 MARC
general meeting. Topics to be
presented are:
♦ Understanding band condition information
♦ Using a propagation gadget
& beacons
♦ Try digital modes now!
Come learn from Dick’s HAM
experience with radio, antennas, and propagation. See page
7 for more details.

President’s Message
A BIG thanks to everyone who jumped in to help out with last
week’s major hail/weather event. Personally, I was in Oklahoma
so I was only able to monitor from afar. I know that some of us
did suffer some damage and I am always overcome with the resiliency of ham operators who are always there to help in spite, and
sometimes in the process, of experiencing personal loss.
With that, let’s segue into an apparent related public service
event: the McKinney outdoor siren test on April 6. We still need
volunteers to assure the proper function of the devices, and the
importance of this activity should now be even more abundantly
clear. If you have not yet done so, please contact Andy - W5KZJ
to assist at:

MEETING PLACE
w5kzjham@gmail.com
MARC holds its regular business
mee ngs on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7pm. Mee ngs are located at:
Spring Creek Barbeque
1993 North Central Expressway
McKinney, TX

Start planning for Field Day! It seems early this year.
73,
Bill N5YZ
president@mckinneyarc.org

Exit US-75 at US-380 (University Drive),
travel west making a right into the
Target complex.
Once in the complex, Spring Creek can
be found to your right directly across
from the Target Building.
MARC Mentoring Program
Are you looking for someone to answer Amateur
Radio related ques ons or assist you with ge ng
to that next license class? Contact the MARC
Mentor Program Coordinator to be matched up
with a volunteer Mentor who will work with you.
Send an Email to mentor@mckinneyarc.org for
more informa on, to start ge ng answers, or if
YOU would like to become a Mentor!

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

2019 Mentorfest coming up April 27
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
See flyer on page 11
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Minutes of the
General
Mee ng
McKinney Amateur Radio Club
Minutes of General Meeting, Tuesday,
March 12, 2019
Bill Vining, N5YZ, called the meeting to order
at 7:00 pm, and the meeting opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance. Introductions went
around the room, and there were 26 members
present, as well as 8 guests. Guests included
KE8KMD, KG5AMZ, KF5ZBL, N9ZMK,
KG5EIU, WB5LGW, and KG5AMP.
VE Testing Report
The VE testing report was given by Ron Witherington, K5NKD, and he reported that 11 people tested, and 2 received their extra class license, 7 received their general class license,
and 2 received their technician class license.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the February 2019 meeting
were published in the club’s newsletter, and a
motion was made by Sid Gibson, K5DKW, to
approve the minutes as published. The motion
was seconded by James Shiplet, KI5BMN, and
the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Bill Vining, N5YZ, read the treasurer’s report,
as provided by club treasurer, David Piekarski,
K5EEN.
Treasurer’s Report (as of March 8,
2019)
Starting Balance:
Total Revenue:
Total Expenses:
Ending Balance:
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

$ 18,161.81
$ 475.41
$ 473.90
$ 18,163.32

Club Nets
Bill Vining, N5YZ, then reviewed the club’s
regular information nets. Our general information net is held every Sunday night at 8:00
pm on the club’s 2-meter repeater, 146.74
MHz, tone 110.9. The club has a net for the ladies, but that net is suspended until further
notice. The club also has a simplex net every
Monday night at 8:30 pm at 146.54 MHz.
Business
Bill Vining, N5YZ, mentioned that Field Day
2019 is coming up, and that the coordinators
are Sid Gibson, K5DKW, and Mike Jarvis,
N5MAJ. Bill suggested that if anyone is interested in participating in the planning and
preparation, they contact Sid or Mike.
Bill Vining, N5YZ, gave report on the Dallas
science fair winners from February 23rd.
Bob DeVance, K5CRX, gave a preview of the
upcoming “Electronics 101” class on AC circuits, and suggested that people could bring
their own oscilloscope if they have one. The
class will be held at Fire Station #7 in McKinney.
Bill then invited Andy Barnes, W5KZJ, to
speak about the upcoming siren test for the
city of McKinney. The siren test was canceled
for the first Saturday in March since the
weather forecast had a chance of rain. The test
has been rescheduled for the first Saturday in
April, but there are still slots open that need
coverage, and Andy passed around some signup sheets.
After the break, Andy Barnes, W5KZJ, gave a
presentation on Parks on the Air, followed by a
(Continued on page 5)
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Minutes of the
Board
Mee ng
McKinney Amateur Radio Club
Board of Directors Meeting
March 16, 2019
Attendees
Bill Vining, N5YZ, President
Sid Gibson, K5DKW, Vice-President
Michael Jarvis, N5MAJ, Secretary
Andy Barnes, W5KZJ, Director at Large
Guests
Ron Witherington, K5NKD
Not Present
Bob DeVance, K5CRX, Editor and Communications Director
David Piekarski, K5EEN, Treasurer
Ron Carlson, WW2CBI, Repeater Trustee
The meeting was opened at 8:05 am by Andy
Barnes, W5KZJ, with a prayer.
There was some discussion about whether or
not the board has a quorum. Michael Jarvis,
N5MAJ, looked in the club’s constitution, and
said that in section 5, it states, "At Board of
Director meetings, a majority of the Board
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business.” Given the fact that there were
four directors present and three directors absent, a quorum was present.
Michael Jarvis, N5MAJ, stated that the
minutes of the previous board meeting were
published in the club’s newsletter, and made a
motion to approve the minutes as published.
Sid Gibson, K5DKW, seconded the motion,
and the motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was not available, but
Michael Jarvis, N5MAJ, mentioned that he
was aware of another non-profit organization
who recently experienced some financial irregularities with their club treasurer, and
asked about any auditing and oversight that
MARC might have for its finances. This was
not a lack of trust in our current treasurer,
just a question about club process. After some
discussion, the issue was tabled so it could be
discussed with the current treasurer.
A repeater update was not available.
Field Day was mentioned, and Michael Jarvis,
N5MAJ, went through the list of “lessons
learned” from last year, such as delegating
more tasks, creating a dedicated “food committee” to handle planning meals and snacks,
putting out the donation jar, and tasking multiple people with copying the W1AW bulletins,
as well as putting on a class and being better
prepared for digital modes. There was some
discussion about number of stations, but
nothing was decided yet.
Andy Barnes, W5KZJ, mentioned that he still
has seven more slots open for the rescheduled
siren test on the first Saturday in April.

(Continued on page 5)

NOTICE
The next MARC Board meeting will be
held on April 20, 2019
at
Creekwood United Methodist Church
261 Country Club Road
Allen, TX 75002
Visitors are always welcome!

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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has not received a response yet. Sid was thinking
presentation by David Cappello, KG5EIU, on the they could attend the July meeting.
hotspot software PiStar.
A motion to adjourn was made by Michael JarAndy Barnes, W5KZJ, also mentioned the possi- vis, N5MAJ, and seconded by Sid Gibson,
bility of having a club event for Parks on the Air, K5DKW, and motion carried.
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 26th.
Several people raised their hand to express inter- Mike Jarvis, K5MAJ
Secretary
est, and Andy is going to do more investigation
before next month.
Lucas Residents Learn All About
(Continued from page 3)

After the presentations, the drawing was held for
the 50/50 pot of $38.00, and the door prizes including a Baofeng radio, and two Yaesu hats.

Ham Radio at the Lucas Ham
Radio Club Field Day

A motion was made to adjourn by Jeff Tucker,
W5JLT, and seconded by Sid Gibson, K5DKW,
and the motion carried.
Mike Jarvis, K5MAJ
Secretary
(Continued from page 4)

Bill Vining asked Sid Gibson, K5DKW, about
MISD, but there was no update.
We then talked about Radio in the Park (POTA),
with Andy Barnes, W5KZJ. Andy has not had an
opportunity to contact the park rangers yet. His
initial thought is to look at either Eisenhower or
Bonham State Park, which are the two state
parks closest to McKinney. Andy mentioned
running three stations. Andy is going to see
about registering our club’s call sign, W5MRC,
with Parks on the Air.
Sid Gibson, K5DKW, mentioned that the April
meeting will include a presentation on RF propagation given by Dick Morgan, K6RAH.

It did not take long after Italian Nobel Prize
winner, engineer, and inventor Guglielmo Marconi adapted wired telegraphy into a new technology called “wireless telegraphy” (the precursor to radio as we know it today) in the 1890s
for hobbyists to seize the opportunity to become
their own radio station operators.
Today, there are about 800,000 Ham radio operators in the United States who are licensed by
(Continued on page 7)

Sid Gibson, K5DKW, then mentioned inviting
the winners of the science fair to give a presentation at a future club meeting. Bill Vining,
K5YZ, has already contacted the winners, but
McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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Program Announcement
And
Updates
Special thanks to Andy Barnes, W5KZJ and David Cappello, KG5EIU, for their great presentations on POTA (Andy) and Pi-Star Hotspots
(David)! If you missed these, or need information from one of the slides, see the MARC
website. The presentations have been uploaded
for your use.
Make plans now to join us on April 9, 2019 for a
presentation by Dick Morgan, K6RAH, on
"Surviving 2019 Propagation", 7:00 pm at
Spring Creek BBQ in McKinney.
Topics covered during the presentation will be:
1. Understanding band condition
information
2. Using a propagation gadget &
beacons
3. Try digital modes now!
Predicting RF signal propagation is much like
forecasting the weather...only harder. Astro science is still working to solve big questions such
as "why sunspots develop, and what causes the
solar cycle?"
Meanwhile, radio operators need to monitor
the continuous measurements now available to
determine workable operating modes and frequencies.
Dick will explain what radio operators need to
know and how to work with a handy propagation gadget. The use of radio signal beacons/
reports to measure real-time propagation from
(Continued on page 7)
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From the Editor
I hope you enjoy this issue of “On Your
MARC”. As always, we need your articles and
input to create a great newsletter. A big
“Thank You” to those providing content in this
issue.
We still need some “Meet the Members” articles from you, the membership. It’s simple—
just answer the questions in the template below and I’ll compile it into an article. And you
may want to add your picture as well—just include it with your information.
Any plans for a spring or summer project that
you can share with the readers?
Bob, K5CRX, Editor
Help for “Meet the Members” Articles
To help you submit your “Meet the Members”
article, just fill in the following questionnaire
and send it to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
Name:
Call sign:
Operator Class:
Where did you grow up?
When were you first licensed as a HAM?
Where did you take your exam(s)?
What interested you most about HAM radio?
What is your favorite part of HAM radio (local
communications, “rag-chewing”, DX chasing,
emergency communications, special events,
public service, etc.)?
What types of HAM operating do you like
(local thru the repeater, digital operations, HF
rag-chewing, HF contesting, award qualification, etc.?
What are your goals for your future in HAM
radio?
Page 6

(Continued from page 6)

a station to other parts of the world will also be
covered.
It will become clear that greater knowledge of
radio signal propagation, along with certain operating techniques and modes, will be the key to
making contacts, even during the low points of
the eleven year solar cycles.
Dick Morgan K6RAH was first licensed as
KN6RAH in 1956 at the age of 14. He earned his
General Class license and he actively chased DX
during the legendary solar cycle 19 from Southern California. Marriage, college and later career
and children intervened for many years. Ham
radio, however, is like malaria, it never really
goes away. In 2009, Dick returned to ham radio,
passing all three exams and now operates as an
extra class ham, this time from Dallas. Dick is
still a proud DX hound, having earned his DXCC
- Phone with 100 Watts and a random wire antenna. He is now working to earn DXCC - Digital.
Dick is a past president of the Richardson Wireless Klub, past board member, and past editor of
RWK's newsletter. Check out his QRZ page
when you get a chance, and be sure to ask him
about his ‘Phantom of the Attic’ antenna. This
setup was featured in the March 2017 issue of
CQ Magazine. (See picture right).
Sid Gibson - K5DKW, MARC Vice President

Dick Morgan’s, K6RAH, “Phantom of the
Attic” antenna as featured in CQ Magazine, March, 2017
(Continued from page 5)

the Federal Communications Commission. To
this day, the origin of the term “Ham” is
wrapped in mystery and legend. Some suggest it
derives from the initials of the last names of
three founders of an early collegiate amateur radio club, but the most common explanation of
the term is that it stems from slang references
such as “ham-fisted” to denote those who are
amateurs. What is clear is that in the one hundred and thirty years since Marconi’s invention,
HAM radio operators have carved out a remarkable legacy of selfless devotion to providing a
vital, yet unofficial communications network
that has saved countless lives and played an essential role in responding to disasters of all sorts
around the world.
On Saturday, January 25, ten Lucas Ham operators of the Lucas Ham Radio Club staged a public service exercise at the Lucas Fire Station on
Country Club Road to demonstrate the unique
role they play in the community and the capabilities of Ham radio. It is also one of two national
“Field Day” events sponsored by the American
Radio Relay League (ARRL), the association of
(Continued on page 8)
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w5kzjham@gmail.com. May 29th is the Sunday
of Memorial Day weekend.

Smiles Charity Concert
May 29th
Hello fellow MARC members and ham operators. It is that time of year again to support the
Smiles Charity group with communication support for the Annual Concert & Family Festival. I
heard the other day The Charlie Daniels Band
will be preforming that evening. I’m including
their mission statement from their web site.

Andy Barnes, W5KZJ
MARC Director at Large
(Continued from page 7)

Ham radio operators, designed to help recruit
new hobbyists to Ham radio.

Building Homes for
Wounded Veterans
Smiles Charity’s Mission: bring the community
together to change the
world one home, one
family at a time. Smiles Charity is a 501c(3)non
-profit organization founded to benefit charitable organizations that build homes for deserving
families.
This was an article I wrote following the event in
2016:
Smiles Charity, what an opportunity to
give back to our veterans on Memorial
Day weekend. There was a lot of planning—we covered 22 man hours with 13
volunteers. I can’t tell you how rewarding it is to give back to your community;
you only experience it by volunteering
and giving of your time. I can say I am
proud to be a part of this event for the
last 3 years. With another year of rain
delay, the show did go on.
Please mark your calendars for this date to help
out with this worthwhile event. We will have a
signup sheet to pass around at the April club
meeting.
Or you can email me at
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Tim Johnson says, “You can get a really good
handheld radio for less than $100.”
Tim Johnson (K5TCJ) of Lucas and Stan Starks
(NW5Q) of Allen, both members of the Lucas
club, helped to organize the event and explained
that it runs 24 hours and permits members to
demonstrate the variety of ways in which operators can connect with others across the nation
and around the world. Both are proud of their
vanity call signs, assigned by the FCC as license
plate numbers are assigned by the Department
of Motor Vehicles. Johnson’s call sign K5TCJ
represents his location (K, W, A, and R all designate a USA-based operator), his region (5- a
portion of Texas) and his initials TCJ (Tim C
Johnson). Different nations use different call
(Continued on page 10)
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Buy, Sell, Trade, Give
Away
Have items to buy, sell, trade, or give away in
the radio/computer world? MARC members
may post these items here by e-mailing a brief
description of their items and contact information to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
MARC also hosts a monthly Sidewalk Sale
where many more great deals can be found!
The Sidewalk Sale is held on the last Weekend of
each month in the Southwest parking lot of Collin College’s McKinney Campus located at the
corner of US 380 (University) and Community.

HAM-Friendly Property for
Sale
Lifetime club member Mike, W8CM, has announced that he is selling his property in Van
Alstyne.

Update on EWS Siren Test
March 2nd Siren Test Postponed
The siren test for the City of McKinney has been
postponed until April 6th due to the possibility
for rainy weather. Sounding the sirens during
that type of condition might instill unnecessary
concern for the public.
We are looking for volunteers to help out with
the test in April. If you would like the satisfaction of knowing you helped keep the city safer
and possibly saved lives, send me an email and I
will add you to the list.
Email: w5kzjham@gmail.com
I’m looking forward to seeing you all in April.
Andy Barnes, W5KZJ
MARC Director at Large
McKinney Amateur Radio Club (MARC)
Sunday Night Net Control Operator Schedule

Lynda Tuma, KF5JUO, provided the following
information and link to the complete announcement:
Mike, W8CM, is selling his country Van Alstyne
ham friendly 15 acre QTH including 3 serious
towers fed with heliax. For more information,
click here:

If you or someone you know is interested, please
contact Lynda Tuma with Re/MAX First Realty
III, at lyndatuma@gmail.com or (972) 814-4190.

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

If you are unable to make your scheduled date and time,
please contact your backup operator and also Kyle (972979-7095, kyle.ackerman02@gmail.com), as soon as possible. Please be aware if your week falls on the
week marked “MARC ARES”. The MARC Repeater is scheduled for the ARES Net at 9:00 PM.
Page 9

(Continued from page 8)

sign designators such a JA for Japan.
Much of the allure of Ham radio stems from the
ability to contact other operators easily, usually
for purely social reasons but also to provide vital
communications in times of acute need. Johnson
related how dozens of US mainland Hams
packed up and went to Puerto Rico following
Hurricane Maria in 2018 to provide communications at a time when virtually all cell towers were
destroyed preventing residents and first responders from communicating with each other.
That experience was not much different from
similar instances when natural or manmade disasters rendered other places similarly unable to
communicate.
Johnson says the two fastest growing segments
of Ham radio operators are people over age 50,
especially those who are retired, as well as young
people under age 20. He relates how at a prior
field day, three fourteen-year old girls attended
and were allowed to operate a GOTA (Get on
The Air), a station designed for newbies to experience Ham radio under supervision. They were
absolutely thrilled when one of the three made
contact with a Ham radio operator in Brazil.
Starks noted that there are several women who
are members of the Lucas Club, something that
is becoming more common. Another fourteenyear old, Katherine Forsam, a student in the Plano Independent School District, is considered a
rock star among local hobbyists because she recently won 2nd place in a Regional Science Fair
Competition with her radio station. She was recognized by a national magazine in the Ham radio space and will go on to compete for national
recognition.
One of the common goals of many Ham radio
operators is to win recognition by the ARRL for
making contact with other operators in all 50
states. Typically, many radio operators exchange
postcards to certify their mutual connection.
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Likewise, another competition awards recognition for those who have made contact with operators in 100 or more nations. Johnson has
earned recognition at both levels. Starks shares
that his most precious contact so far was an operator on Amsterdam Island, a tiny atoll in the
middle of the Indian Ocean, almost directly opposite the global position of Texas but 11,000
miles away. Johnson remembers reaching a
Ham on Reunion Island, also in the middle of
the vast Indian Ocean.
In 2010, the FCC dropped the requirement that
prospective Ham radio operators master Morse
Code sufficiently to pass the written licensing
examination. That requirement served as an obstacle for many who wished to become licensed
but didn’t want to have to learn Morse Code. Today, most communications occur by voice although many Hams continue to operate exclusively using Morse Code. It is viewed as sort of a
badge of distinction among veteran operators.
Someone who does wish to learn Morse Code
can generally master it within six months or so.
If you think you may wish to become a Ham radio operator, the Lucas Ham Radio Club offers
two-day classes to prepare you for the FCC exam. The cost of entry is surprisingly modest, the
cost to take the exam is only $14. Johnson says
that for less than $100 you can now acquire a
handheld radio. At another prior field day, he
recalls, “I gave a high school student a handheld
radio and instructed her how to solicit contact
from another Ham. She was thrilled to have
made a connection with an operator in Colorado.” Of course, if you wish to secure a more conventional shortwave radio with an antenna,
headphones, and a microphone, you’ll pay $600
or so and that could climb to thousands of dollars if you really want to get an advanced station
set up.
For information about how to become a Ham
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 10)

radio operator contact Tim Johnson at
K5TCJ@hotmail.com or by telephone at (972)
408-5499. Another ARRL Field Day will be held
in Lucas in the Summer.
From The Lovejoy Messenger, used by permission
Editor’s Note: MARC will sponsor a club Field
Day on June 22-23 in keeping with the club’s annual tradition. The location is tentatively 200
Plateau Dr, McKinney, TX75069, the same location as last year. Plan to be part of this exciting
event!
New Grounding Technique Discovered

Electronics 101 Class Announcements
Electronics 101, AC Circuits, was well attended on
March 16. Attendees were able to get some handon experience with capacitors and inductors with
a real-time bread board setup. Use of the O’Scope
and multimeters provided additional hands-on
time. If you missed this one, just plan to attend
the next class on April 20.

Solid State Class Announced
MARC will offer the third in a series of
“Electronics 101—Hands On” classes on Saturday,
April 20, 9:00 AM to Noon, at Fire Station # 7,
861 S. Independence Parkway, McKinney, TX
75070.

Every ham radio operator needs to properly ground
their equipment for protec on. This can be logis -

Solid State Devices

cally challenging. Check out the ‘wishful thinking
method’ below. Merely keep the dirt ‘wet’ for a
good ‘ground’ connec on! Happy radioing in April!!

This class will cover a variety of solid-state devices with emphasis on diodes and transistors. Opto
-isolators has also been added this year. To facilitate the “hands-on” aspect, participants will identify and test solid state components and subsequently bread board simple circuits (power supply, amplifier, opto-coupler, etc.) using those
components and observe their functions on the
oscilloscope to demonstrate how they work. Appropriate handouts will also be provided to enhance the “take away” and for future reference.

If you have your own DVM or o’scope, feel free to
bring and use them.
Bob, K5CRX

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN HELP OTHERS IN AN EMERGENCY.
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLLIN COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE
PLEASE VISIT THEIR WEB-SITE: HTTP://WWW.COLLINARES.NET (Note: site not currently functional.)
MARC operates open repeaters on 146.740 and 443.200 MHz
EchoLink is provided on 146.740 by connecting through W5MRC-R. Regular/frequent users of the repeater are encouraged to join
the club and be an active part of the local Ham community, as well as helping to support the repeaters’ continued operation.
The MARC information net is held every Sunday at 8:00PM CT, on 146.740 MHz.

Collin County ARES holds a training
net on the third Sunday of each month
at 9:00 PM CT on 146.740 MHz.

The MARC simplex net is held every
Monday at 8:30PM CT, on 146.540
MHz.

MARC E-Mail Reflector—groups.io
MARC maintains a chat group on groups.io to facilitate club communication between meetings and newsletters. Sign up for this service by visiting https://groups.io/g/McKinneyARC. Your application will be approved quickly.
The purposes of the MARC email reflector are: 1) Facilitate the timely distribution of MARC information and news to club members. 2) Allow for the sharing of amateur radio related topics among club members. 3) Provide a forum for the discussion of amateur related information among club members. 4) Act as a marketplace for the buying and selling of amateur radio and computer
equipment and services. Club members should utilize good judgment with regard to topics or content that are posted on the MARC
reflector. To that end it is recommended that political and religious topics or content be avoided unless directly related to amateur
radio. In addition, personal attacks in any form will not be tolerated.
VE SESSIONS ARRL EXAMS $15
McKinney testing is held at the Heard Natural Museum, 1 Nature Place, in McKinney, on the first Sunday of each month except
holiday weekends. Starting time is 2:30pm and ends no later than 4:45pm (they close at 5:00pm). For more information check our
website at www.mckinneyve.org or contact Stephen Reinen, N8BP at (214) 937-9982 or by email at info@mckinneyVE.org.
Richardson testing is held on the third Thursday of each month at St. Barnabas Church, located at 1220 West Beltline Rd. Sessions
start at 7 PM. Walk-Ins are ok. For more information, contact Bill Owens, AD5EW at (972) 380-2859 or wtowens3@sbcglobal.net.
Sherman testing is held on the first Thursday of each EVEN--numbered month (Feb, Apr, Jun, etc.) at the Grayson County College,
Center for Workplace Learning Seminar Room C, 6101 Grayson Drive, Denison TX 75020 at 7:00pm. For more information contact:
Ron Witherington, K5NKD, rwitherington@verizon.net or at (214.394.7950) Call first!
Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each month and begins at 7:00pm. Location is : Freeman Heights Baptist Church,
1120 Garland Ave., Garland, TX 75040. Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH, at (972) 302-9992 for details or wb9zph@gmail.com.
Plano testing is on the third Monday of each month at 6:00pm-. Testing sessions are located at 3160 East Spring Creek Parkway,
Plano, TX. If you have questions send e-mail to ae5sg@arrl.net.
Carrollton testing sessions are sponsored by the Metrocrest Amateur Radio Society (MARS). Testing is held at the Carrollton Public
Library, 4420 Josey Lane, 75010. Please contact Allan Batteiger at (972) 672-0278. (See www.kb5a.org for details.)
Sachse, Wylie, Murphy testing sessions are sponsored by the Sachse ARA. Testing is held at 9:00am the second Saturday of the
month at the East Fork Masonic Lodge, 508 Parker Rd., Wylie, TX, 75098. For more information call (214) 500-3472.
St. Paul testing sessions are sponsored by the PARK. Testing is held at 9:00am the third Saturday of the month at the St. Paul City
Hall, 2505 Butcher's Block, St. Paul, TX, 75098. Please contact Kerry A. Weeks at (972) 442-1125.
Other testing session scan be located online at: www.dfwlist.org.
Local Repeaters—See http://www.mckinneyarc.org for additional repeaters.
Voice
Dallas ARC (W5FC) 146.880 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 146.920 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 444.050 PL 110.9
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 145.470 PL 88.5
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 443.750 PL 100.0
Garland (K5QHD) 146.660 PL 110.9
Garland (K5QHD) 442.700 PL 110.9
Grayson Cty (W5RVT 147.000 PL 100.0
Grayson Cty (W5COP) 147.280 PL 107.2
Grayson Cty (W5RVT) 444.750 PL 100.0
McKny ARC (W5MRC) 146.740 PL 110.9
Melissa (W5MRC) 443.200 PL 100.0
NTXRA 145.350 PL 100.0
NTXRA IRLP 442.575 PL 127.3
Plano (K5PRK) 147.180 PL 107.2
Plano (K5PRK) 444.250 PL 79.7

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Richardson (K5RWK) 147.120 PL 110.9
Rockwell (W5ROK) 441.875 PL 131.8
Rockwall (KK5PP) 441.525 PL 141.3
Rosston (WD5U) 145.490 PL 85.4
Van Alstyne (W5VAL) 443.800 PL 103.5
Wylie (W5GM) 442.100 PL 110.9
Digital Modes
APRS
National Freq 144.39 Simplex
National Alt Freq 144.34 Simplex
Winlink
SW Collin Co 145.03 K5BAD-10
SW Collin Co 145.03 W5RAE-10
NE Collin Co 145.07 AE5IT-10
NW Collin Co 145.07 KD5CTQ-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 N5BYL-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 KI5FU-10

SE Collin Co 145.09 K5PRK-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 K5EEN-10
(Plano)* D-Star
Voice 441.575 (+5)
Voice 1295.00 (-20)
Data 1255.00
*D-Star access is available through the
WWW.K5PRK.Net website.
W5NGU (Denton) D-Star
Voice 147.450 (-1)
Voice 442.925 (+5)
Voice 1293.400 (-20)
Data 1253.600
K5TIT (Dallas) D-Star
Voice 147.360 (+0.6)
Voice 442.000 (+5)
Voice 1293.000 (-20)
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