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President’s Message

Slow Scan Television
Presented by

William Ingram III N5WOI
William is an extra class ham who resides in Allen and is a member of the
Allen CERT. He is employed by Costar
Video Systems of Coppell.
His presenta on will provide an introduc on to Amateur SSTV which can be
used for fun, contacts, and EMCOMM
support.
This will be an informa ve program for
both those who have never ventured
into SSTV as well as those who are
ready for a refresher.

MEETING PLACE
MARC holds its regular business
mee ngs on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7pm. Mee ngs are located at:
Spring Creek Barbeque
1993 North Central Expressway
McKinney, TX
Exit US-75 at US-380 (University Drive),
travel west making a right into the
Target complex.
Once in the complex, Spring Creek can
be found to your right directly across
from the Target Building.
MARC Mentoring Program
Are you looking for someone to answer Amateur
Radio related ques ons or assist you with ge ng
to that next license class? Contact the MARC
Mentor Program Coordinator to be matched up
with a volunteer Mentor who will work with you.
Send an Email to mentor@mckinneyarc.org for
more informa on, to start ge ng answers, or if
YOU would like to become a Mentor!

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

April, 2018

On March 20th, a Tuesday morning, I heard the unfamiliar call of
W5OWL. Some of you may recognize this call as that of the
Heard Museum Amateur Radio Club. That’s right! With the assistance of the McKinney Amateur Radio Club and a benefactor,
the Brandenburg Life Foundation, the Heard Museum Amateur
Radio Club became operational during the early years of 2000
under the call W5MRC of the McKinney Amateur Radio Club.
Shortly thereafter the name of the Heard Museum Amateur Radio
Club was adopted under its own call of W5OWL. The significance
of the call suffix “OWL” certainly underscores the importance of
the Heard’s radio club as a part of the Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary.
Now let’s jump forward to 2018. As of last week, the operations
log indicated the most recent QSO occurring in 2004. A few
weeks ago, a club member,
Dave KS5SK approached the
MARC Board of Directors
(BOD) with an expressed desire to revive W5OWL operational capabilities. The BOD
voted unanimously in support of Dave’s endeavor.
With that we are pleased to
officially announce that the
Heard Amateur Radio Club is
back on the air under their call of W5OWL. The station is currently operational on 2 meters, 6 meters and 70 cm although we
expect to have 10m, 20m and 40m in operation soon. Thanks to
Loney Duncan W0GZV (W5OWL Trustee), Dave Power KS5SK
and Stephen Reinen N8BP for helping make this happen! Mike
Baker W8CM and Dave Piekarski K5EEN provided insights into
club history. Join us Saturday, March 31, at 9:00AM at the Heard
for an “antenna party” to help with antenna evaluation, repair and
modification. We are looking forward to some great radio-related
activities with the Heard in coming months.
73,
Bill N5YZ
President, MARC
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MARC Officers and Supporting Roles

Distribution and Submission Information

2018 MARC OFFICERS

MARC is an IRS 501c(3) nonprofit organization; On Your MARC the
official MARC newsletter, is published monthly by the McKinney
Amateur Radio Club, Inc.. The full electronic version is Emailed to
subscribing members and to selected non-member individuals, organizations and participants in the Newsletter Exchange Program. A digest
version is sent as first class mail to members who request postal delivery. The Full version is archived on the MARC website and is available to all. Those who wish to continue receiving the digest version may
access the full version once it has been archived.
ALL current members including those who are part of family memberships may receive the Emailed version. To switch versions send an
Email newsletter@mckinneyarc.org and include the following information: Member Name, Call Sign, Email address and version desired.

President: …………………… Bill Vining, N5YZ
president@mckinneyarc.org

Vice President: …………… Robert DiGioia, N5SP
programs@mckinneyarc.org

Secretary: …………………… Lisa Barnes, KG5OBK
secretary@mckinneyarc.org

Treasurer: ……………………Dave Piekarski, N5EEN
treasurer@mckinneyarc.org

Newsletter Editor:………… Bob DeVance, K5CRX
newsletter@mckinneyarc.org

Director-at-Large:………… Andy Barnes, W5KZJ
dirlarge@mckinneyarc.org

Repeater Trustee: ………… Ron Carlson, WW2CBI
trustee@mckinneyarc.org

Communications Director: Bob DeVance, K5CRX
commdirector@mckinneyarc.org

Supporting Roles
ARRL Awards Manager: ………… .
Club FCC License Trustee: …………
Club Librarian:…………….……….
Mentor Coordinator:…………………
.

Mike Baker, W8CM
Brian Belcher, WA5M
Ron Carlson, WW2CBI
Claude Canterbury, KE6EJG

Non-copyrighted articles contained herein may be reproduced by other
organizations, provided they are accredited to On Your MARC. The
original source should be contacted for use permission when noted
“Taken From” or if a Copyright is present.
Readers wishing to submit an item for publication should send it to:
newsletter@mckinneyarc.org
or
Editor, On Your MARC
P.O. Box 267
McKinney, TX 75069
Submissions may be sent at any time. The Editor reserves the right
to determine suitability for inclusion in the newsletter.

mentor@mckinneyarc.org

Net Manager: ………………………… Kyle Ackerman, KC5VEW
Public Information Officer: ………. Lynda Tuma, KF5JUO
info@mckinneyarc.org

QSL Manager: ………………………. Claude Canterbury, KE6EJG
Repeater Control Operators:………. Brian Belcher, WA5M
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Dave Piekarski, K5EEN
VE Team Leader:……………………. Stephen Reinen, N8BP
ve-testing@mckinneyarc.org

Webmaster: …………………………… Michael Griego, N5GNU
webmaster@mckinneyarc.org

Web Administrator: ………………… Mike Jarvis, N5MAJ
Youth Coordinator: …………………. Dam McKinley, W5FRT
youth@mckinneyarc.org

Meeting Presentations: If you or someone you know would
like to present a topic at one of our meetings, or if you have
questions about a past presentation, please contact our presentation coordinator at programs@mckinneyarc.org

In This Issue
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Katherine, KT5KMF at MARC Meeting ....5
MARC Board Gets a Taste of Pi……….….12
Nate Dietz Eagle Scout Honors …….……..10
Software Defined Radio, Hash AG5OW…..6
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Join Us!: The club is open to all, especially those who want to
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secretary at secretary@mckinneyarc.org or by post at the above address for more information or access an application on our website http://mckinneyarc.org/.

CREDITS & KUDOS
“The fine print about where we stole it from” The editor expresses appreciation
to such sources as the ARRL Letter, QST, and CQ and their associated websites
and clubs. Unless noted, the information is in the public domain and not unique
to any source. Please respect the copyrights of the authors where noted. Third
party sources should be contacted prior to re-use when noted “taken from”.
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Minutes of the
General
Mee ng
Minutes of the General Meeting 3/13/18
Bill N5YZ called the meeting to order at 7 PM
and led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. Introductions went around the room,
there were 43 members and visitors present.
NEW LICENSEES/CALL SIGNS: Trey
KT5WEW Technician, NI2C Rick vanity call
sign Extra, Josh KG5PTT General, Hash
AG5OW vanity call sign Extra
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Bill N5YZ reported that the Minutes of the February 13, 2018
General Meeting had been published in the
March, 2018, Newsletter and requested a motion to approve the Minutes as published. Motion by Dave K5EEN, second by Robert NS5P.
The motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Bill N5YZ presented the Club’s Financial report as compiled
by our Dave K5EEN.
Beginning Balance: $15,262.85
+ Revenue
:
$ 319.34
- Expenses
:
$ 430.97
= Ending Balance : $15,151.22
CLUB NETS: Bill N5YZ reviewed our Club
nets.
General Information Net: Every Sunday at
8:00PM – W5MRC repeater, 146.740 MHz,
offset -0.600 MHz, tone 110.9 Hz
Ladies Net: Every Monday at 8:00PM –
W5MRC repeater, 146.740 MHz, offset -0.600
MHz, tone 110.9 Hz
Simplex Net: Every Monday at 8:30PM –
146.540 MHz. No offset or tone required.

BUSINESS:
Bill N5YZ talked about the MARC/ ARRL 50th
Anniversary Commemorative Special Event to
be held May 5th and 6th on 10, 15, 20, and 40
meters. Jeff W5JLT has created a sign-up
sheet for us to operate during the event. Contact him at W5JLTham@gmail.com if you
would like to participate.
Bill N5YZ announced that our next Board
Meeting will be 3/17/18 at 8 AM at Creekwood
United Methodist Church, 261 Country Club
Road, Allen TX. All are welcome to attend.
Andy W5KZJ talked about the upcoming CW
class to be taught by Lee K5LY beginning on
3/28/18 from 6-8 PM at the Lucas Fire Station
in Lucas TX for 8 weeks. Seating is limited.
Contact him at W5KZJham@gmail.com for
more information.
Sid K5DKW talked about Field Day 2018 to be
held on June 23 and 24. They are working on
securing the location for the event and will
have sign-up sheets at the next meeting for
those who are interesting in participating.
Bill N5YZ talked about the recipients of
awards from MARC at the Dallas Regional Science and Engineering Fair that was held in
February and that Katherine Forson KT5KMF
from Renner Middle School, Plano ISD, who
would be available during our break to talk
about her project “Radio Time” FT8 Propagation. Katherine also presented a thank you letter to the club for the award presented to her
by MARC.
Program: Dave KS5SK was the presenter for
our program for the evening. He talked about
the new FT8 digital mode, explaining many of
its advantages, some of particular interest to
antenna-restricted hams. His presentation
will be available on the MARC website after
the meeting.
(Continued on page 8)
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Minutes of the
Board
Mee ng
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 3/17/2018
ATTENDEES: Bill Vining N5YZ, Robert
DiGioia – N5SP, Dave Piekarski – K5EEN,
Bob DeVance – K5CRX, Andy Barnes W5KZJ,
Ron Carlson – WW2CBI, Lisa Barnes –
KG5OBK
GUESTS: Mike – N5MAJ, Sid – K5DKW,
Dave – KS5SK
Bill– N5YZ called the meeting to order at
8:06AM and opened with prayer
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Lisa - KG5OBK
reported that the minutes of the February
Board Meeting had been published in the February Newsletter, and made a motion to approve the minutes as published. Second by
Ron – WW2CBI. Motion carried
TREASURER’S REPORT: Dave – K5EEN,
provided the Club’s Financial Report.
Beginning Balance : $15,262.85
+ Revenue
: $ 319.34
- Expenses
: $ 430.97
= Ending Balance : $ 15,151.22
He reported that he moved $400 from the
general fund o the self-insurance fund.
Expenses for the month included $101.10 for
plaques for the Dallas Regional Science Fair
and $80 for banquet tickets.
MCKINNEY OWS TEST OVERVIEWAndy W5KZJ gave report on the emergency
warning siren test on March 3. Two sirens
that were not covered. He reports he will take
care of the testing in April for those two sirens.
During the March test, it was discovered that
there were significant issues with one of the
sirens.
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

MARC AND ARRL CELEBRATION- Bill
N5YZ discussed the upcoming event. We will
be operating an On-the-Air special event station on May 5 and 6 from 9AM Saturday to 4
PM Sunday. 2 people have signed up so far
for the event. Dave K5EEN will be contacting
Bill Hudson W5KAU about the LOTW. He
also gave an update regarding QRZ information.
GENERAL MEETING OVERVIEW- Bill
N5YZ discussed the presentation by Katherine
Forson KT5KMF at the March MARC club
meeting and her presentation of a thank you
letter to the club for her award presented by
MARC at the Dallas Regional Science and Engineering Fair.
FIELD DAY CHAIR AND COMMITTEEAndy W5KZJ talked to Michael Kaye with the
City of McKinney about holding Field Day in
one of the city parks and was advised that he
will have to talk to Trish about possibly using
Irwin Park. He will follow up this week. Michael N5MAJ will check with the city of Prosper about holding Field Day there. It was also
discussed that the Town of Fairview has been
receptive to us holding Field Day at City Hall.
If we go there we will need to get permission
from the mall to use the field to set up the antennas. There was discussion about possibly
going to one of the parks along the Trinity
Trail such as Brockdale Park or the one off
(Continued on page 9)

NOTICE
The next MARC Board meeting will be
held on April 21, 2018
at
Creekwood United Methodist Church
261 Country Club Road
Allen, TX 75002
Visitors are always welcome!
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Katherine, KT5KMF, at MARC Meeting

Katherine Forson, KT5KMF, a Plano ISD Renner Middle School student, attended the
March meeting of the McKinney Amateur Radio Club to display her winning Dallas Regional Science Fair project – “Radio Time” – to
club members. She was accompanied by her
parents.
Katherine was selected by our panel of judges
at the Science Fair to receive the Club’s special
award recognizing her contribution to amateur
radio. Her project detailed her careful exploration and documentation of radio wave propagation on different ham bands at different time
of day. She chose the new FT8 Digital Mode as
it has a good following world wide and a reporting system to reflect back where her signal
was heard.

the club. All agreed that Katherine is a valuable asset to Amateur Radio and that she will
go far in whatever field of endeavor she chooses.
——————————————————————
Update: Katherine took home the third place
trophy from the State competition in San Antonio! Congratulations again, Katherine!!!
Bob, K5CRX
Photos by Bob, K5CRX & Trish Forson

Those who met with her during the break
found Katherine to be exceptionally knowledgeable of her subject and eager to explain
each step of her project. Toward the end of the
meeting, she presented a “Thank You” letter to

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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Software Defined Radio with Hash AG5OW
One of the things that drove me back to Ham
radio after being gone so long is Software Defined Radio (SDR). I am not talking about the
buzz words placed on manufacturers websites
regarding the internal architecture of their radio’s. Rather, I am talking about devices like the
RTL-SDR, HackRF and Ettus USRP series of
SDR’s. These are powerful devices with open
source software projects at their core that allow
limitless exploration of the RF spectrum!
For instance, this month, I was able to download some software and configure an APCO P25
scanner using nothing more than hardware I
already owned. From my house in McKinney I
can listen to McKinney, Plano, Allen, Wylie and
Murphy Police, Fire and EMS. There are some
other fun channels in there like the McKinney
airport and waste management who also share
the system.
Initially, I considered purchasing a P25 scanner
but the cost of a nice one was rather high, and
my use case was pretty small. All I wanted to do
was listen to the McKinney police. I found out
while shopping around that McKinney encrypts
their police traffic, so now the high cost was
even tougher to justify. As I was watching scanner reviews on YouTube I came across a video of
a person talking about how they used a SDR to
decode P25. I am always excited for a new SDR
project, so I jumped right in!
The initial implementation was using a desktop
computer running Ubuntu 14.04 Linux, a
HackRF SDR, and a small telescoping antenna.
(Continued on page 7)

Photos by Hash, AG5OW

It’s April! Do You Know where Your
April QST Is?
For years QST Magazine published a special article in honor of April 1st. Has anyone found
such an article this year? Get out your magazine
and take a look. If, in fact, there is still such an
article and you're the first to notify your editor
of its name and page number, you’ll receive a
MARC 50th Anniversary Mug at the next meeting! Give it a look! — Editor
UMAC Phantasatron Special Purpose
Tube Discovered
While exploring the domain of a long-time ham,
a ham who wishes to remain anonymous discovered a rare tube that had been in development.
The UMAC 606 is described as follows:
The UMAC 606 is an infernal anode, helical beam
phantasatron having a dissipation rating. The unique
vacuum in the tube is if the double-pumped type,
permitting a clear view of the non-emitting tripleprocessed plunger-type plate. Because of its unique
self-flushing construction, this tube will remain useable throughout its useful life.
The grid is constructed of a rare metal senileium
chosen for its total lack of emission. The urinated
tungsten filament is unique. This process is secret.
The uranium used for the urination is of the tripledistilled, single isotope variety with all neutrons removed. This rare material is obtained direct from the
AEC at Los Alamos.
See the picture on the next page for further identification.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

On Linux, I ran the OP251 software which you
can read about at the link below. I ran a modified version2 (called a fork of the original project) with some additional features. This software communicates with the SDR and does all
the frequency selection and decoding. There is
some configuration necessary. You need to create some files that contain the frequencies you
would like to scan. You can also create files that
give text labels to all the P25 channels. So, instead of seeing radio traffic on “Talk Group 1”,
you see “McKinney Airport” on the screen when
someone is talking.
This first version worked well, but since then I
have started to improve on it with the goal of
making a portable version. I purchased an antenna from Amazon (TRAM 1089) specifically
for this frequency range. I highly suggest a good
antenna for 800 MHz as it makes a world of difference. I have also loaded the software on a
Raspberry Pi and successfully decoded P25 traffic using the HackRF. The next step will be to
use a cheap RTL-SDR ($25) connected to the
Raspberry Pi ($35) for a very low cost and portable scanner. Feel free to e-mail me with any
questions, hash79@gmail.com. I love talking
about SDR’s!
-Hash AG5OW
1
2

https://osmocom.org/projects/op25/wiki
https://github.com/boatbod/op25

(Continued from page 6)

The manufacturer’s application notes state further
that, because of its unique construction, the 606 can
serve as an oscillator, modulator, or amplifier. It
usually serves all three simultaneously. No specific
operating conditions are currently available other
than air flow requirements. A minimum of 5,000
cubic of air per second through, around, and above
the base is required. Additional ratings will be available as soon as competitors issue their competing
catalogues. Exhaustive tests have shown that the
606 will provide 50 per cent more output than you
will obtain. In case of tube failure, tests show that
you have exceeded the safe limit of the device regardless of the output. Any tube failure is probably
due to insufficient cooling and is undoubtedly the
customer’s fault, thus voiding the 10-day (starting at
ship date) warranty.
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

UMAC 606 PHANTASATRON

Ham Com—June 8-10, 2018
Ham Com is back to Plano in 2018! Hours of operation this year:
Friday: 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am – 2:00pm
MARC will be handling Talk-In and some tail
gate parking collections again this year.
Ham Com is looking for volunteers for security
and badge sticker distribution. Stickers will replace the badges and lanyards of previous years.
Sign-up is open now at the Ham Com web site:
hamcom.org. Registration is also active on the
web site along with vendor and presenter information.
MARC will have its two traditional consignment
tables for members’ for sale items. We will need
some volunteers to man the tables. If you have
ham items you would like to sell, please consider placing on our consignment tables. The club
receives ten percent of the sales price for items
sold.
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(Continued from page 3)

The 50/50 drawing totaling $52.00 was won
by Andy W5KZJ. He donated his winnings of
$26.00 back to the club.
Tessa KF5FED won the door prize of a $10
Spring Creek BBQ gift certificate and a MARC
5oth anniversary mug.
Bill N5YZ talked about Amazon Smiles and
that by using the Amazon Smiles website and
designating “McKinney Amateur Radio Club
Inc” as your nonprofit organization, Amazon
donates .5% of your purchase to MARC. Dave
K5EEN informed us that during the month of
March the donation by Amazon is 1.5%. He
reported that the last quarter of 2017 the club
received $27.00 from Amazon.
New member applications:
James
KG5UIK Technician, Nathanael KG5UAN General, Ron KG5YTE Technician, Nate
KG5WGBT Technician, and John KD0VGO
General. Ron WW2CBI made motion to accept
as members, Andy W5KZJ seconded the motion. Motion carried to accept them as members of MARC.
ADJOURNMENT: Dave KS5SK made a motion to adjourn, second by Robert NS5P. The
motion carried and the meeting adjourned at
8:05 PM.
Lisa Barnes KG5OBK, Secretary

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

From the Editor
I hope you enjoy this issue of “On Your
MARC”. As always, we need your articles and
input to create a great newsletter.
We really need your articles and bio information for the “Meet the Members” articles.
There’s always interest in knowing a little bit
more about our members.
To make it easier for you to submit your bio,
just answer the questions in the questionnaire
newsletbelow
and
send
it
to
ter@mckinneyarc.org. I’ll convert your information into an article and include it in the next
issue of “On Your MARC”.
Keep reading!! And keep submitting articles
and ideas!!
Bob, K5CRX, Editor
Help for “Meet the Members” Articles
To help you submit your “Meet the Members”
article, just fill in the following questionnaire
and send it to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
Name:
Call sign:
Operator Class:
Where did you grow up?
When were you first licensed as a HAM?
Where did you take your exam(s)?
What interested you most about HAM radio?
What is your favorite part of HAM radio (local
communications, “rag-chewing”, DX chasing,
emergency communications, special events,
public service, etc.)?
What types of HAM operating do you like
(local thru the repeater, digital operations, HF
rag-chewing, HF contesting, award qualification, etc.?
What are your goals for your future in HAM
radio?
Page 8

(Continued from page 4)

Stinson Road. Sid K5DKW asked for a list of
equipment available for Field day. Bob K5CRX
will get a list of equipment to for Sid K5DKW
and Mike N5MAJ to have. Equipment in the
CSU was also discussed as well as antennas and
the GO Kits. There are 5 computers available.
Dave KS5SK will coordinate a CW station at
Field Day. Equipment needs were also discussed including tables, chairs, GOTA station,
canopies. Bob K5CRX volunteered to set up and
run the GOTA station. Lisa KG5OBK volunteered to teach a Boy Scout Radio Merit Badge
class at Field Day. Dave K5EEN agreed to be
safety officer and it was discussed that he may
want to train someone else to learn this position.
CW TRAINING CLASS- Andy W5KZJ said
that there are 12 people signed up for the class.
He advised that they are required to send in a
questionnaire to Lee K5LY in order to be in the
class. So far 6 have returned the questionnaire.
Bob K5CRX suggested that the club give a thank
you certificate to Lee for teaching the class.
HAMCLUBONLINE.COM- Dave K5EEN
gave a presentation regarding the program
which is still in Beta testing and is free for us to
use at this time. He has applied for us to use
this program for our record keeping. Robert
NS5P talked about terms and conditions. It was
decided that that we will pursue use of this program.
HAM COM- Bob K5CRX talked to Brian WA5M
who has asked him to talk to Bill Nelson about
our participation in HAM COM this year. Robert NS5P also suggested that he talk to Fred Varian WD5ERD.
REPEATER- Bob K5CRX updated the status of
the repeater issue with the City of McKinney. He
said that Mr. Sparkman told him that David
Brown is reviewing our proposal. Jose WA5CW,
a member of our club who also works for the police department, has asked if he can help with
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

our presentation with the city attorney. He has
also talked to Karen Atkins to see if she can
help with moving our proposal forward.
YAESU FUSION STATUS- Ron WW2CBI
discussed that the Phelps Dodge Duplexer is
available with the YAESU fusion repeater and
has found the procedure for tuning it as well as
a YAESU tech service manual. The parts department at YAESU is still stocking parts for
this radio. Bob K5CRX discussed purchasing
this repeater as a disposable purchase to use as
a learning experience for club members. Dave
K5EEN discussed that we may want to ask
members if they would like to contribute individually towards the purchase of it. Ron
WW2CBI advised the asking price is $1000. It
was discussed that we would make a counter
offer. Andy W5KZJ made a motion to make an
offer to the seller contingent on club approval
and Ron WW2CBI seconded the motion. Motion carried. Bob K5CRX recommended that we
make a presentation to the club as to why we
want to purchase the repeater. Ron WW2CBI
will put together a presentation for the next
meeting. Dave K5EEN discussed adding D-Star
to the fusion repeater.
MEMBER APPLICATION- Lisa KG5OBK is
working on updating member application forms
to include information to be used for text messaging members regarding club announcements, etc.
WEBSITE UPDATE- Bob K5CRX discussed
current status of the MARC website update.
Ron WW2CBI has obtained a JOOMLA book
for those working with our website. Mike
N5MAJ knows someone who is proficient in
JOOMLA. Mike N5MAJ was appointed as website administrator and will be working to update our website.
ADJOURNMENT- Robert NS5P moved to
adjourn, seconded by Bob K5CRX. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 9:21 AM.
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Nate Dietz Eagle Scout Honors
Nate Dietz, son of Emily, KF5VFF, was
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout on March 18
at his Award Ceremony in McKinney. MARC
congratulates Nate on this very significant accomplishment. Nate has been involved with
MARC at numerous events including the
Club’s participation in the annual Scout JOTA
event.
Nate recognized another MARC member,
Bob, KG5BT, for his support and mentoring
in the Scout program.
The McKinney Amateur Radio Club is proud
to support our Scouts in every way we can.
This includes support for the Radio Merit
Badge program, the annual JOTA event, and
amateur licensing through the Club’s Youth
Program.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Give
Away
Have items to buy, sell, trade, or give away in the
radio/computer world? MARC members may post
these items here by e-mailing a brief descrip on
of their items and contact informa on to newsle/er@mckinneyarc.org.
MARC also hosts a monthly Sidewalk Sale where
many more great deals can be found! The Sidewalk Sale is held on the last Weekend of each
month in the Southwest parking lot of Collin College’s McKinney Campus located at the corner of
US 380 (University) and Community.
Please be sure to post when your items have been
sold!

Congratulations, Nate!!

Nate with Parents
Photos by Bob, K5CRX

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Nate with Bob, KG5BTJ
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“Useful Websites” - Transcribed & Compiled by Ron, WW2CBI
Ron says: “Here's the list from the MARC info net on 3-8-2018. I researched the sites to get
the URL's and in some cases, close cousins.
73, Ron WW2CBI
MARC Librarian

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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MARC Board Gets a Taste of Pi
Anneliese, daughter of Ron WW2CBI, wanted to
celebrate Pi Day and was looking for someone
who uses Pi in their activities. She chose
MARC’s board to enjoy her baking skills.
Everyone deliciously went away with pie on
their faces!
Thank you, Anneliese!!!
Bob, K5CRX
Photos by Ron, WW2CBI & Bob, K5CRX
Before:

McKinney Amateur Radio Club (MARC)
Sunday Night Net Control Operator Schedule
Date

Name/Call

Info

3/4/2018 Dave, AK5SP

Bob, K5CRX

3/11/2018 Bob, K5CRX

Chris, KF5JGN

3/18/2018 Chris, KF5JGN

MARC
ARES

3/25/2018 Clark, AE5WD

After:

Back up

Clark, AE5WD
Danny, W5FRT

4/1/2018 Danny, W5FRT

Gene, N5RTR

4/8/2018 Gene, N5RTR

Jim, KG5FVM

4/15/2018 Jim, KG5FVM

MARC
ARES

Jay, W5GM

4/22/2018 Jay, W5GM

Jeff, W5JLT

4/29/2018 Jeff, W5JLT

Joshua, K5GHS

5/6/2018 Joshua, K5GHS

Lisa, KG5OBK

5/13/2018 Lisa, KG5OBK
5/20/2018 Patty, KG5AEL
5/27/2018 Shawn, KG5RVS

Patty, KG5AEL
MARC
ARES

Shawn, KG5RVS
Sid, K5DKW

If you are unable to make your scheduled date and time,
please contact your backup operator and also Kyle (972979-7095, kyle.ackerman02@gmail.com), as soon as possible. Please be aware if your week falls on the
week marked “MARC ARES”. The MARC Repeater is scheduled for the ARES Net at 9:00 PM.
McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN HELP OTHERS IN AN EMERGENCY.
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLLIN COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE
PLEASE VISIT THEIR WEB-SITE: HTTP://WWW.COLLINARES.NET (Note: site not currently functional.)
MARC operates open repeaters on 146.740 and 443.200 MHz
EchoLink is provided on 146.740 by connecting through W5MRC-R. Regular/frequent users of the repeater are encouraged to join
the club and be an active part of the local Ham community, as well as helping to support the repeaters continued operation.
The MARC information net is held every Sunday at 8:00PM CT, on 146.740 MHz.

Collin County ARES holds a training
net on the third Sunday of each month
at 9:00 PM CT on 146.740 MHz.

The MARC Ladies net is held the first
and third Monday at 8:00PM CT, on
146.740 MHz.

MARC E-Mail Reflector—groups.io
MARC maintains a chat group on groups.io to facilitate club communication between meetings and newsletters. Sign up for this service by visiting https://groups.io/g/McKinneyARC. Your application will be approved quickly.
The purposes of the MARC email reflector are: 1) Facilitate the timely distribution of MARC information and news to club members. 2) Allow for the sharing of amateur radio related topics among club members. 3) Provide a forum for the discussion of amateur related information among club members. 4) Act as a marketplace for the buying and selling of amateur radio and computer
equipment and services. Club members should utilize good judgment with regard to topics or content that are posted on the MARC
reflector. To that end it is recommended that political and religious topics or content be avoided unless directly related to amateur
radio. In addition, personal attacks in any form will not be tolerated.
VE SESSIONS ARRL EXAMS $15
McKinney testing is held at the Heard Natural Museum, 1 Nature Place, in McKinney, on the first Sunday of each month except
holiday weekends. Starting time is 2:30pm and ends no later than 4:45pm (they close at 5:00pm). For more information check our
website at www.mckinneyve.org or contact Stephen Reinen, N8BP at (214) 937-9982 or by email at info@mckinneyVE.org.
Richardson testing is held on the third Thursday of each month at St. Barnabas Church, located at 1220 West Beltline Rd. Sessions
start at 7 PM. Walk-Ins are ok. For more information, contact Bill Owens, AD5EW at (972) 380-2859 or wtowens3@sbcglobal.net.
Sherman testing is held on the first Thursday of each EVEN--numbered month (Feb, Apr, Jun, etc.) at the Grayson County College,
Center for Workplace Learning Seminar Room C, 6101 Grayson Drive, Denison TX 75020 at 7:00pm. For more information contact:
Moe Knight—nt7c@arrl.net or at (903) 564-7115 Call first!
Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each month and begins at 7:00pm. Location is : Freeman Heights Baptist Church,
1120 Garland Ave., Garland, TX 75040. Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH, at (972) 302-9992 for details or wb9zph@gmail.com.
Plano testing is on the third Monday of each month at 6:00pm-. Testing sessions are located at 3160 East Spring Creek Parkway,
Plano, TX. If you have questions send e-mail to ae5sg@arrl.net.
Carrollton testing sessions are sponsored by the Metrocrest ARC. Testing is held at the Carrollton Public Library, 4420 Josey Lane,
75010. Please contact Allan Batteiger at (972) 672-0278.
Sachse, Wylie, Murphy testing sessions are sponsored by the Sachse ARA. Testing is held at 9:00am the second Saturday of the
month at the East Fork Masonic Lodge, 508 Parker Rd., Wylie, TX, 75098. For more information call (214) 500-3472.
St. Paul testing sessions are sponsored by the PARK. Testing is held at 9:00am the third Saturday of the month at the St. Paul City
Hall, 2505 Butcher's Block, St. Paul, TX, 75098. Please contact Kerry A. Weeks at (972) 442-1125.
Other testing session scan be located online at: www.dfwlist.org.
Local Repeaters—See http://www.mckinneyarc.org for additional repeaters.
Voice
Dallas ARC (W5FC) 146.880 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 146.920 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 444.050 PL 110.9
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 145.470 PL 88.5
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 443.750 PL 100.0
Garland (K5QHD) 146.660 PL 110.9
Garland (K5QHD) 442.700 PL 110.9
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 147.000 PL 100.0
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 147.280 PL 107.2
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 444.750 PL 100.0
McKny ARC (W5MRC) 146.740 PL 110.9
Melissa (W5MRC) 443.200 PL 100.0
NTXRA 145.350 PL 100.0
NTXRA IRLP 442.575 PL 127.3
Plano (K5PRK) 147.180 PL 107.2
Plano (K5PRK) 444.250 PL 79.7

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Richardson (K5RWK) 147.120 PL 110.9
Rockwell (W5ROK) 441.875 PL 131.8
Rockwall (KK5PP) 441.525 PL 141.3
Rosston (WD5U) 145.490 PL 85.4
Van Alstyne (W5VAL) 443.800 PL 103.5
Wylie (W5GM) 442.100 PL 110.9
Digital Modes
APRS
National Freq 144.39 Simplex
National Alt Freq 144.34 Simplex
Winlink
SW Collin Co 145.03 K5BAD-10
SW Collin Co 145.03 W5RAE-10
NE Collin Co 145.07 AE5IT-10
NW Collin Co 145.07 KD5CTQ-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 N5BYL-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 KI5FU-10

SE Collin Co 145.09 K5PRK-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 K5EEN-10
(Plano)* D-Star
Voice 441.575 (+5)
Voice 1295.00 (-20)
Data 1255.00
*D-Star access is available through the
WWW.K5PRK.Net website.
W5NGU (Denton) D-Star
Voice 147.450 (-1)
Voice 442.925 (+5)
Voice 1293.400 (-20)
Data 1253.600
K5TIT (Dallas) D-Star
Voice 147.360 (+0.6)
Voice 442.000 (+5)
Voice 1293.000 (-20)
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