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Next Mee ng: March 13
FT8 Beats HOA Restric ons
Dave Power, KS5SK
Originally licensed in the 50's,
Dave has been mostly a CW operator. Dave also holds non-US
calls - ON8KX and XE1HDA. Living in an HOA restricted area, he
needed to find a way to get on the
air without getting into trouble
with the HOA. FT8 and indoor
antennas proved to be the trick
for long range communications
during this low point on the sunspot cycle. Come hear Dave’s take
on FT8.

MEETING PLACE
MARC holds its regular business
mee ngs on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7pm. Mee ngs are located at:
Spring Creek Barbeque
1993 North Central Expressway
McKinney, TX
Exit US-75 at US-380 (University Drive),
travel west making a right into the
Target complex.
Once in the complex, Spring Creek can
be found to your right directly across
from the Target Building.

March, 2018

President’s Message
Well, February was a busy month, culminating with the Dallas
Regional Science and Engineering Fair at Dallas Fair Park on February 24. At this event middle and high school students, representing public and private schools in North Texas, advanced to
the Regional awards competition. For the 5th consecutive year,
MARC has judged and presented Special Awards in this event to
the student whose entry illustrates the study or participation in
the operation of communication equipment and/or knowledge or
principles of radio technology.
This year, in the Junior Division, a 1st place award went to Katherine Forson KT5KMF of Renner Middle School in Plano ISD. Her
project was quite timely in that it included day/night propagation
patterns regarding FT8 digital HF communications (please note
the program for our upcoming general meeting that is described
in this issue). An Honorable Mention award also went to Jonathan Smith KG5ITR and Rebecca Smith of Otto Middle School in
Plano ISD, for a team effort in the design, build and testing of an
off-center fed dipole antenna. Hopefully these students will be
able to visit us at one of our local meetings. And yes, two of the
winners are already hams. While at the fair we encountered another student, who is also a ham, who noticed our club logo.
The 1st Place award in the Senior Division went to Alex Ni from
Jasper High School of Plano ISD. Alex’s project involved the development of a new digital communication protocol for Wi-Fi applications. Although his project did not directly address ham radio, the application may benefit future MESH networks that are
associated with ham radio.

MARC Mentoring Program
Are you looking for someone to answer Amateur
Radio related ques ons or assist you with ge ng
to that next license class? Contact the MARC
Mentor Program Coordinator to be matched up
with a volunteer Mentor who will work with you.
Send an Email to mentor@mckinneyarc.org for
more informa on, to start ge ng answers, or if
YOU would like to become a Mentor!
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1st Place award winners will receive an engraved plaque, attesting
to their achievement, along with an exam voucher that may be redeemed at a VE exam session held at the Heard Museum. A big
thanks to Andy W5KZJ and Kenneth KF5TXL who joined me as
judges for this very important youth-oriented event. Thanks also,
and wishes for a speedy recovery, to Billye KF5PDS and John
(Continued on page 3)
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MARC Officers and Supporting Roles

Distribution and Submission Information

2018 MARC OFFICERS

MARC is an IRS 501c(3) nonprofit organization; On Your MARC the
official MARC newsletter, is published monthly by the McKinney
Amateur Radio Club, Inc.. The full electronic version is Emailed to
subscribing members and to selected non-member individuals, organizations and participants in the Newsletter Exchange Program. A digest
version is sent as first class mail to members who request postal delivery. The Full version is archived on the MARC website and is available to all. Those who wish to continue receiving the digest version may
access the full version once it has been archived.
ALL current members including those who are part of family memberships may receive the Emailed version. To switch versions send an
Email newsletter@mckinneyarc.org and include the following information: Member Name, Call Sign, Email address and version desired.

President: …………………… Bill Vining, N5YZ
president@mckinneyarc.org

Vice President: …………… Robert DiGioia, N5SP
programs@mckinneyarc.org

Secretary: …………………… Lisa Barnes, KG5OBK
secretary@mckinneyarc.org

Treasurer: ……………………Dave Piekarski, N5EEN
treasurer@mckinneyarc.org

Newsletter Editor:………… Bob DeVance, K5CRX
newsletter@mckinneyarc.org

Director-at-Large:………… Andy Barnes, W5KZJ
dirlarge@mckinneyarc.org

Repeater Trustee: ………… Ron Carlson, WW2CBI
trustee@mckinneyarc.org

Communications Director: Bob DeVance, K5CRX
commdirector@mckinneyarc.org

Supporting Roles
ARRL Awards Manager: …………… Mike Baker, W8CM
Club FCC License Trustee: ………… Brian Belcher, WA5M
Club Librarian:…………….………. Ron Carlson, WW2CBI
Mentor Coordinator:………………… Claude Canterbury, KE6EJG
.

Non-copyrighted articles contained herein may be reproduced by other
organizations, provided they are accredited to On Your MARC. The
original source should be contacted for use permission when noted
“Taken From” or if a Copyright is present.
Readers wishing to submit an item for publication should send it to:
newsletter@mckinneyarc.org
or
Editor, On Your MARC
P.O. Box 267
McKinney, TX 75069
Submissions may be sent at any time. The Editor reserves the right
to determine suitability for inclusion in the newsletter.

mentor@mckinneyarc.org

Net Manager: ………………………… Kyle Ackerman, KC5VEW
Public Information Officer: ………… Lynda Tuma, KF5JUO
info@mckinneyarc.org

QSL Manager: ………………………… Claude Canterbury, KE6EJG
Repeater Control Operators:…………Brian Belcher, WA5M
Mike Baker, W8CM
Dave Piekarski, K5EEN
VE Team Leader:……………………… Stephen Reinen, N8BP
ve-testing@mckinneyarc.org

Webmaster: …………………………… Michael Griego, N5GNU
webmaster@mckinneyarc.org

Web Administrator: ……………………Open
Youth Coordinator: …………………… Dam McKinley, W5FRT
youth@mckinneyarc.org
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WA9UOD who also volunteered but had to
withdraw due to illness (i.e. influenza).

Pictures from the Dallas Regional
Science Fair

This is a great annual public service event
that is a lot of fun! Mark your calendars for
next year as we always need a few extra judges.
73,
Bill Vining N5YZ
MARC President

Thank you to the MARC judges who selected our winners at the Dallas Regional Science Fair: Bill—N5YZ, Andy—W5KZJ, and
Kenneth—KF5TXL. Thank you to Billye—
KF5PDS and John—WA9UOD also for being willing to help before the flu bug intervened.
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Photo credits: Bill—N5YZ
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BUSINESS:

Minutes of the
General
Mee ng

Bill N5YZ announced that we will be having an
MARC/ ARRL Commemorative Special Event:
W5MRC to commemorate our 50th anniversary
on May 5 and 6

Minutes of the General Meeting 2/13/18
Bill N5YZ called the meeting to order at 7 PM
and led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. Introductions went around the room,
there were 68 members and visitors present.
NEW LICENSEES/CALL SIGNS: Hash
AG5OW is now an Extra, Josh KG5PTT is now a
General.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Bill N5YZ reported
that the Minutes of the 1/9/18 General Meeting
had been published in the February Newsletter,
and requested a motion to approve the Minutes
as published. Motion by Andy W5KZJ, second
by John WA9UOD. The motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Bill N5YZ presented the Club’s Financial report as compiled
by our Treasurer Dave K5EEN.
Beginning Balance:
+ Revenue:
- Expenses:
= Ending Balance:

$14,832.65
$ 907.09
$ 476.88
$15,262.85

CLUB NETS: Bill N5YZ reviewed our Club
nets.
General Information Net: Every Sunday at
8:00PM – W5MRC repeater, 146.740 MHz, offset -0.600 MHz, tone 110.9 Hz
Ladies Net: First and third Mondays of each
month at 8:00PM – W5MRC repeater, 146.740
MHz, offset -0.600 MHz, tone 110.9 Hz
Simplex Net: Every Monday at 8:30PM –
146.540 MHz. No offset or tone required.

Andy W5KZJ announced that volunteers are
still needed for the City of McKinney siren test
on March 3 at 11:30 AM, to contact him at
w5kzjham@gmail.com to volunteer
Bill N5YZ announced that we will be participating as judges for the Dallas Regional Science
and Engineering Fair on February 24, 2018.
We will be carpooling to the location, leaving
McKinney about 7:30 AM. Contact Bill at president@mckinneyarc.org if you would like to
volunteer to be a judge for the event or if you
would like to attend as a club member.
Bill N5YZ announced that the next board meeting will be on February 17, 2018 at 8 AM at
Creekwood United Methodist Church, 261
Country Club Road, Allen TX. All are welcome
to attend.
PROGRAM: A celebration of 50 years of
MARC and association of our affiliation with
the ARRL.
Speakers included:
Jay Urish W5GM, ARRL section manager, recognized MARC as a special service club providing public service, advocacy, training and support of ARRL. He presented an award/ plaque
for 50 years of affiliation with ARRL.
Randal Gurney, KE5VCK, with City of McKinney Emergency Management recognized
MARC’s service to the city with the siren testing
twice a year, said he “knows that we are here if
something happens”, and congratulated MARC
on the 50-year celebration
(Continued on page 9)
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Minutes of the
Board
Mee ng
Minutes of the Board of Directors
Meeting 2/17/2018
ATTENDEES: Bill Vining – N5YZ, Robert
DiGioia – N5SP, Dave Piekarski – K5EEN, Bob
DeVance – K5CRX, Andy Barnes – W5KZJ,
Ron Carlson – WW2CBI, Lisa Barnes –
KG5OBK
GUESTS: Mike N5MAJ, and Jeff W5JLT
Bill- N5YZ, called the meeting to order at
8:04AM and Andy – W5KZJ, opened in prayer.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Lisa - KG5OBK,
reported that the minutes of the January Board
Meeting had been published in the February
Newsletter, and made a motion to approve the
minutes as published. Second by Bob –
K5CRX. Motion carried
TREASURER’S REPORT: Dave -K5EEN,
provided the Club’s Financial Report (Ed:
amounts rounded)
Beginning balance:
$15,262.00
Revenue:
$ 319.00
Expenses:
$
1.66
Ending balance:
$15,580.00
He reported we received a check from Amazon
Smile for $25.27 for member commission from
sales at Amazon.com.
Robert – N5SP, made a motion to accept the
treasurer’s report, Andy – W5KZJ, seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
MARC AND ARRL CELEBRATION- 50TH
ANNIVERSARY: Bob – K5CRX, advised that
expenses for the event include $66.99 for the
cake, $17.32 for supplies, $238 for radios /
grand prizes, $25 gift certificate to HRO.
Bill – N5YZ, reported that $79.00 was collected
at the event to give as a tip to the staff of Spring
Creek BBQ.
All agreed that the celebration was well done
and that Bob did an excellent job on his PowerPoint presentation of club activities.
Bill – N5YZ, reported that the person who has
been a member the longest, Larry – AB5KR,
was a member of the club as an explorer in
1965.
Ron – WW2CBI, reported that he has found
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

documentation of our very first Field Day in
the Richardson club’s newsletter and is working to get the article so that we can publish it in
our newsletter soon.
Bill – N5YZ, discussed the On the Air Special
Event W5MRC, May 5 and May 6, 2018 from 9
AM on May 5 through 4 PM on May 6. Jeff
W5JLT was asked to coordinate the event to
ask members to sign up to cover the 10, 15, 20
and 40-meter bands during the event. Bill
talked about a special QSL card that will be designed for the event. Lisa – KG5OBK, recommended that we provide a script for members
to use during the event.
LOG BOOK OF THE WORLD: Bill – N5YZ,
advised that our last upload was 9/2011. Dave
– K5EEN, advised that Bill Hudson – W5KAU,
used to be responsible for updating it as our
QSL manager. Dave will talk to him about getting the information updated
QRZ: Bill – N5YZ, advised that our QRZ information is also out of date. Claude – KE6EJG,
is currently our QSL manager. Discussion was
held about possibly appointing a new manager.
Bill will talk to several members about whether
they would be willing to take over that position
if Bill Hudson does not want to continue as
QSL manager.
ARRL Plaque 50 years: The plaque that was
presented to the club by Jay – W5GM, at the
50th anniversary celebration was passed
around for all to see. Dave – K5EEN, will display this in the CSU.
OLD AND NEW BANNERS: Dave –
K5EEN, has a banner that we used in the late
1980’s and early 1990’s and would like to see it
used at club events along with our current banner.
SPECIAL SERVICE CLUB: Andy – W5KZJ,
(Continued on page 10)

NOTICE
The next MARC Board meeting will be
held on March 17 @ 8:00am
at
Creekwood United Methodist Church
261 Country Club Road
Allen, TX 75002
Visitors are always welcome!
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Meet the Members
Name: Tessa L. DeVance,
KF5FED, General Class
I grew up in Clarksville, TX.
There, I never had contact with
any HAM operators. I became
interested in Amateur Radio
when I learned that I could use it when the mobile telephone could not get a signal. I started
studying and passed the Technician exam in
Wylie, TX, in 2010. After more thinking about
it and study (and wanting to join my OM on
HF), I passed the General exam in Sachse, TX,
in 2012.
One of my favorite things about HAM radio is
meeting a lot of nice people everywhere I go. I
especially like our monthly meetings where I
get to visit with my HAM friends. I’m also intrigued by Internet usage to communicate
world-wide as part of HAM radio (D-Star, Fusion, DMR).
I enjoy using our local repeater to chat with
other HAMs and also D-Star is very interesting
to me. It’s also fun attending ham fests and
Ham-Com. I get to meet a lot of new people and
see some new things in radio.
As for hopes and plans for the future, I would
like to see the Ladies net grow, and more of
women get involved with the ladies’ net. I believe this could be a great hobby for a couple. It
has a lot of emergency preparedness in the hobby. Most people do not know what to do if we
lose all of our common comforts today. Our
parents were always ready when an emergency
happened but it has not been passed on to this
generation. Amateur radio helps fill this gap.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Give Away
Have items to buy, sell, trade, or give away in
the radio/computer world? MARC members
may post these items here by e-mailing a brief
description of their items and contact information to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
MARC also hosts a monthly Sidewalk Sale
where many more great deals can be found!
The Sidewalk Sale is held on the last Weekend
of each month in the Southwest parking lot of
Collin College’s McKinney Campus located at
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

From the Editor
I hope you enjoy this issue of On Your MARC.
As always, we need your articles and input to
create a great newsletter.
Please read the “Meet the Members” article to
the left. It was created from Tessa’s answering
the short questionnaire below.
To make it easier for you to submit your bio,
just answer the questions in the questionnaire
and send it to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
I’ll convert your information into an article
and include it in the next issue of “On Your
MARC”.
Keep reading!! And keep submitting articles
and ideas!!
Bob, K5CRX, Editor
Help for “Meet the Members” Articles
To help you submit your “Meet the Members”
article, just fill in the following questionnaire
and send it to newsletter@mckinneyarc.org.
Name:
Call sign:
Operator Class:
Where did you grow up?
When were you first licensed as a HAM?
Where did you take your exam(s)?
What interested you most about HAM radio?
What is your favorite part of HAM radio
(local communications, “rag-chewing”, DX
chasing, emergency communications, special
events, public service, etc.)?
What types of HAM operating do you like
(local thru the repeater, digital operations,
HF rag-chewing, HF contesting, award qualification,
etc.?
What are your goals for your future in HAM
radio?
the corner of US 380 (University) and Community starting about 9:00 AM and continuing an hour or two.
Please be sure to post when your items have
been sold!
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MARC 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
The McKinney Amateur Radio Club celebrated its 50th anniversary of association with the American
Radio Relay League (ARRL) at its regular monthly meeting on February 13, 2018. Festivities, speakers, a slide presentation, and a spectacular cake highlighted the club’s accomplishments to provide a
better understanding of what the club stands for and the many events of which the club has been a
part to guests and members alike.
Club president Bill Vining, N5YZ, received a plaque on behalf of the club from the ARRL commemorating the event. Jay Urish, W5GM, North Texas Section Manager for the ARRL, presented the
plaque and congratulated the club for its achievements on behalf of the ARRL.
Special guest Randall Gurney, KE5VCK, City of McKinney Emergency Manager, brought greetings
and congratulations on behalf of the City. Speakers included Mike Baker, W8CM; Dave Piekarski,
K5EEN; and Bob DeVance, K5CRX each giving a piece of club history and accolades for accomplishments.
Emily Dietz, KF5VFF, led in decorating Spring Creek Barbecue’s meeting room and arranged for the
cake which was complete with the club’s 50th anniversary logo. It was a delicious cake with every bite
being eaten!! Notebooks of club newsletters and history prepared by Randy (KF5ZKU) and Lu
(KF5ZKV) Davis were on prominent display for all to browse through.
A number of door prizes were awarded with the grand prizes being two Yaesu FT-65 handheld dual
band radios to Emily, KF5VFF, and Rick, KG5VJT. Following adjournment, the question surfaced,
“What do we do for an encore?”
Bob, K5CRX

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Page 7

Photo credits: Dave—KS5SK & Bob—K5CRX
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Page 8

(Continued from page 4)

Mike Baker W8CM, made a member presentation as a 22-year member of MARC. He talked
about our club being proactive. He talked about
the CSU purchase with all the cost of $4500 donated by club members
Dave Piekarski K5EEN, made a member
presentation as a member since 1999. He has
served in every officer position for the club except secretary. He talked about the history of
the club and that in 1999 the club was struggling to remain financially solvent with only a
single repeater site. He talked about the tremendous commitment of members to the club
and that we now have 3 repeater systems, support for a significant number of events, and that
we are financially solvent. He said that we are
one of the premier service organizations in the
state of Texas.
Bob K5CRX, presented a slide show of events/
activities including field days, Baker antenna
party, CERT Expo, Christmas parties, Classes,
Notebooks of newsletter articles presented by
Randy KF5ZKU and Lu KF5ZKV, Go Kits, Dallas Regional Science Fair, HAM-COM, Ham Radio in the Park, Boy Scouts JOTA, Lovejoy
Leopard Friday, Meetings and Presentations,
Melissa Repeater, Oktoberfest, Plano Balloon
Festival, Smiles Charity, Breakfast at Spoons,
Call Outs for members who have passed away,
Special Events Station USO Veteran’s Day, TX
QSO Parties, VE Team. He told us to “Fan the
Flame! Keep it going! Get involved”

Gift card for $25 to Spring Creek BBQ won by
Jay W5GM
Gift card for $25 to HRO won by Eric AI9O
Baofeng Dual Band Radio and microphone won
by Gene N5RTR
Antenna mag mount won by Dave K5EEN
Grand prizes
FT65 Yaesu hand held radios won by Emily
KF5VFF and Rick KG5VJT
Additional Business:
Spending allocations for 2018 as presented in
the February 2018 newsletter:
Motion made by Wayne KF5VZD and seconded
by Shannon KG5GKC to accept these allocations. Motion carried.
New member applications were received for
Kyri Calder KG5WXZ as a Technician and
James “Kelly” Brown KG5WMP as Technician.
Bob K5CRX made a motion to accept them as
club members, second by Jay W5GM. Motion
carried.
Bill N5YZ reminded all that the 50th Anniversary MARC commemorative mugs are for sale
for $5.00.
ADJOURNMENT: Dave KS5SK made a motion to adjourn, second by Larry W5AM. The
motion carried and the meeting adjourned at
8:39 PM.
Lisa Barnes KG5OBK, secretary

After a break, cake was served by Emily
KF5VFF who was also recognized along with
Bob K5CRX for planning the event.
Door Prizes
ARRL Wire Antenna Classic was won by Lu
KF5ZKV
Fit Bit Flex 2 won by Marvin and Josh KG5PTT

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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advised that we renewed our special service
club status in January 2018 and it is good for
two years. Bob – K5CRX, advised that MARC
and the Dallas club are the only two in our
area with this status.
DALLAS REGIONAL SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING FAIR, SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 24, 2018: Bill – N5YZ, announced that the plaques to be presented to
the students are ready. He advised that we
have plenty of volunteers to help judge the
event. He will send out an email to volunteers
regarding where we will meet to carpool to go
to the event.
FIELD DAY: Mike – N5MAJ, discussed creating a group on groups.io for Field Day and
was given approval by the board to set up that
group for those involved in Field Day. He reported that he and Sid – KG5VDS, are working on Field Day, looking at locations to hold
the event including Meyers Park and Irving
Park in the City of McKinney and sites in the
Town of Fairview. They are waiting on the
ARRL website update. Bill – N5YZ, advised
that Dan – W5FRT, talked to the assistant
park superintendent yesterday and Andy –
W5KZJ, suggested that Mike and Sid check at
local parks for reception as we have had problems in the past with reception at Radio in the
Park days. Mike – N5MAJ, also discussed
possibly holding Field Day in Prosper. Bob –
K5CRX, suggested that we consider Melissa
City Park to hold the event.
REPEATERS: Ron – WW2CBI, provided an
information sheet regarding the YAESU fusion repeater and equipment for sale to the
club at cost of $1000. There was discussion
regarding the cost, whether we want to purchase a digital repeater. Dave – K5EEN, advised that this repeater has been discontinued
and that we need to consider how we will be
able to get parts for any needed repairs. Bob –
K5CRX, asked about whether we would have
internet connectivity if the repeater were
placed at the Melissa location. He also talked
about possibly approaching the Town of Fairview about placing the repeater at their water
tower. He said that the fire station is nearby
and that we may be able to approach the fire
department about using their internet for the
digital repeater. We decided to inform the

seller that we are interested in purchasing the
repeater but are still looking at our options, that
we really need to get a response from the City of
McKinney regarding access to our repeaters
there before we make a decision on purchase.
Bob – K5CRX, reported that Craig Sherwood
talked to Brian – WA5M, two weeks ago about
the MOU for the City of McKinney repeater site
but that Craig has not returned Bob’s calls about
the status. He sent our markups to Paul Sparkman three weeks ago and will contact him again
next Friday regarding the status. He advised
that Ron Ferris said that the City of McKinney
doesn’t know our value in the community and
recommended that we make a presentation to
the city. Discussion was held regarding possibly
using Bob – K5CRX’s presentation made at the
50th Anniversary Celebration of club activities as
a presentation to the City. Andy – W5KZJ, has
talked to Randall Gurney about our affiliation
with the City of McKinney Emergency Management Services. Ron – WW2CBI, advised that it
may be beneficial to inform the City of McKinney of our support of Collin County ARES.
CW Class: Bill – N5YZ, advised that Lee –
K5LY, has agreed to be instructor for a six-week
class for CW. Andy – W5KZJ, will be contacting
the City of Lucas Fire Department about whether we can use their facility once a week for six
weeks. Lee – K5LY, will establish limits on the
number of students.
HAM-COM: Bob – K5CRX will call Bill Nelson
about what we will be responsible specifically to
do at HAM-COM this year including parking lot
work, “talk-in” station, and our consignment table. He advised that we do have some donated
club equipment to sell.
MEMBER APPLICATION FORM: Lisa –
KG5OBK, would like to add information to the
membership application to ask if applicants
would like to receive text messages or emails for
upcoming opportunities to volunteer. If they
want text messages, we will need their cell service provider so that we can send out email
blasts regarding those announcements. A suggestion was also made that for renewals a box
should be added to check if there has been no
change in the member’s information in the past
year. Lisa will mark up a sample application
form to present at the next board meeting.
DIGITALIZATION OF INFORMATION:
Lisa – KG5OBK, discussed the large amount of
(Continued on page 11)
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paper documents that are stored by the secretary. Dave – K5EEN, said that there is a clubowned steel cabinet at his house that can be
used to store documents. We discussed that
documents should be saved for 7 years since we
are a corporation. We discussed digitalization
of records with two copies to be made, one kept
by the secretary and one placed in the steel cabinet.
WEBSITE: Robert – NS5P, discussed our
website and whether we want it to be informational or to be secure and put everything on the
website. He advised that we can remove the log
in button so that the membership roster is not
available. Bob – K5CRX, discussed redesigning
the website and that we have three members
who have volunteered to help with that. He advised that Ben – KG5HMG, is no longer available to be web administrator and that Robert –
NS5P, has been updating the website since September. Robert – NS5P, states we are still getting a lot of activity from hackers in Germany
uploading files.
HAM CLUB ONLINE.COM: Dave – K5EEN,
discussed what is available now for usage, and
that with use of it we could go digital for all our
record keeping. He will investigate further to
present at board meeting next month.
W5OWL: Dave – KS5SK, wants to talk to the
Heard Museum about moving forward with use
of the HF station located at the Heard Museum
ADJOURNMENT: Ron – WW2CBI, made a
motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Robert – NS5P. Motion carried and meeting adGood Practice and Repeater Etiquette
Repeaters are a great asset to ham radio operators. They allow us to reach out far beyond the
capabilities of our average hand held or mobile
radios. And they’re very useful! Most of us enjoy
a bit of rag-chewing from time to time with
friends and acquaintances via the repeater.
When severe weather threatens or emergency
conditions arise, they provide that essential link
to help preserve life and property.
The protocol for using a repeater is near universal. Here are some guidelines that will serve
each of us well wherever we may be.
1. Always give your call sign at the beginning of
a communication. This officially establishes
McKinney Amateur Radio Club

your legal presence on the repeater. It may
be a simple announcing of your call sign and
listening for a response or giving someone
else’s call sign followed by your own to establish communications.
2. At the end of the communication, give your
call sign again. This let’s everyone know that
you’ve finished. This is especially true for
nets. After an exchange with the control operator, adding your callsign lets him or her
know you’re finished.
3. While enjoying a conversation on the repeater, pause occasionally to allow others to
enter the conversation or use the repeater.
This is just common courtesy. If we leave no
breaks or pauses between operators, others
can’t get in.
4. When do you use the words (pro-sign)
“break-break”? These words are reserved
for emergencies. If you have an emergency
need for communications through the repeater, calling “Break-break” will get you
immediate access. Other operators will
simply back off and let you have priority. If
you use “break-break”, be sure it’s an
emergency. Occasionally, you will hear the
work “break” used alone. If you hear this, it
probably means you were not heeding number 3 above. Pause and give someone else a
chance to talk.
5. Keep the conversation clean and honorable.
As hams, we police ourselves so that we do
not descend to the language level heard on
CB Channel 19 today. “Clean and honorable” includes avoiding racial, ethnic, or religious slurs and conversion that tends to
cause heated rhetoric exchanges (i.e., politics, religious arguments, philosophical arguments, etc.) that are not appropriate over
the repeater airwaves.
6. Finally, if you tend to talk on for a while, be
sure to give your call sign every ten minutes
during the communication. This is simply
an FCC requirement.
That sounds like a lot but really – it’s just common sense plus a small dose of FCC regulation.
Let’s all enjoy talking on the local repeaters and
supporting the various nets. Legal and cordial
radio communications are a hallmark of Amateur Radio. Bob, K5CRX
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MARC 2017 4th Quarter Report
Revenue
Donations
Dues New
Dues Renew
Equip Sales
Other
Raffle
Refund

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

6.73
152.00
834.00
130.00
77.00
-

Revenue Total:

$

1,199.73

All MARC Ledger Account Balances
General Acct

As of 12/31/2017
$
9,630.97

Youth Acct

$

2,197.74

Self-Insurance Reserve

$

3,003.93

Total

$

14,832.64

Kenneth, KF5TXL - MARC 2017 Treasurer
McKinney Amateur Radio Club (MARC)
Sunday Night Net Control Operator Schedule

Expenses

Date

Bank Fees
CSU Equip
CSU Radio Proj
Donation
Equip Repair
Field Day
Hospitality
Insurance
Library Materials
Misc Expense
Newsletter Supplies
Office Supplies
PO Box
Shirts/50Anniv Cups
Special Event Exp
Stationary
VE Team Exp
Vehicle Reg
Website Supplies
Christmas Party

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8.62
(70.01)
36.86
511.35
78.30
60.51
246.91

Expense Total:

$

872.54

Quarterly Net:

$

327.19

Beginning Ledger Balance:
Ending Ledger Balance:

$
$

14,505.45
14,832.64

Annual Net:

$

1,624.10

Name/Call

Info

Back up

3/4/2018 Dave, AK5SP

Bob, K5CRX

3/11/2018 Bob, K5CRX

Chris, KF5JGN

3/18/2018 Chris, KF5JGN

MARC
ARES

3/25/2018 Clark, AE5WD

Clark, AE5WD
Danny, W5FRT

4/1/2018 Danny, W5FRT

Gene, N5RTR

4/8/2018 Gene, N5RTR

Jim, KG5FVM

4/15/2018 Jim, KG5FVM

MARC
ARES

Jay, W5GM

4/22/2018 Jay, W5GM

Jeff, W5JLT

4/29/2018 Jeff, W5JLT

Joshua, K5GHS

5/6/2018 Joshua, K5GHS

Lisa, KG5OBK

5/13/2018 Lisa, KG5OBK
5/20/2018 Patty, KG5AEL
5/27/2018 Shawn, KG5RVS

Patty, KG5AEL
MARC
ARES

Shawn, KG5RVS
Sid, K5DKW

If you are unable to make your scheduled date and time,
please contact your backup operator and also Kyle (972979-7095, kyle.ackerman02@gmail.com), as soon as possible. Please be aware if your week falls on the
week marked “MARC ARES”. The MARC Repeater is scheduled for the ARES Net at 9:00 PM.

Think Field Day 2018!!
What will be your part?

Editor’s note: The Fourth Quarter 2017 Financial Report should have appeared in last month’s newsletter.
This was on oversight on the editor’s part.

McKinney Amateur Radio Club
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REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN HELP OTHERS IN AN EMERGENCY.
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLLIN COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE
PLEASE VISIT THEIR WEB-SITE: HTTP://WWW.COLLINARES.NET (Note: site not currently functional.)
MARC operates open repeaters on 146.740 and 443.200 MHz
EchoLink is provided on 146.740 by connecting through W5MRC-R. Regular/frequent users of the repeater are encouraged to join
the club and be an active part of the local Ham community, as well as helping to support the repeaters continued operation.
The MARC information net is held every Sunday at 8:00PM CT, on 146.740 MHz.

Collin County ARES holds a training
net on the third Sunday of each month
at 9:00 PM CT on 146.740 MHz.

The MARC Ladies net is held every
Monday at 8:00PM CT, on 146.740
MHz.

MARC E-Mail Reflector—groups.io
MARC maintains a chat group on groups.io to facilitate club communication between meetings and newsletters. Sign up for this service by visiting https://groups.io/g/McKinneyARC. Your application will be approved quickly.
The purposes of the MARC email reflector are: 1) Facilitate the timely distribution of MARC information and news to club members. 2) Allow for the sharing of amateur radio related topics among club members. 3) Provide a forum for the discussion of amateur related information among club members. 4) Act as a marketplace for the buying and selling of amateur radio and computer
equipment and services. Club members should utilize good judgment with regard to topics or content that are posted on the MARC
reflector. To that end it is recommended that political and religious topics or content be avoided unless directly related to amateur
radio. In addition, personal attacks in any form will not be tolerated.
VE SESSIONS ARRL EXAMS $15
McKinney testing is held at the Heard Natural Museum, 1 Nature Place, in McKinney, on the first Sunday of each month except
holiday weekends. Starting time is 2:30pm and ends no later than 4:45pm (they close at 5:00pm). For more information check our
website at www.mckinneyve.org or contact Stephen Reinen, N8BP at (214) 937-9982 or by email at info@mckinneyVE.org.
Richardson testing is held on the third Thursday of each month at St. Barnabas Church, located at 1220 West Beltline Rd. Sessions
start at 7 PM. Walk-Ins are ok. For more information, contact Bill Owens, AD5EW at (972) 380-2859 or wtowens3@sbcglobal.net.
Sherman testing is held on the first Thursday of each EVEN--numbered month (Feb, Apr, Jun, etc.) at the Grayson County College,
Center for Workplace Learning Seminar Room C, 6101 Grayson Drive, Denison TX 75020 at 7:00pm. For more information contact:
Moe Knight—nt7c@arrl.net or at (903) 564-7115 Call first!
Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each month and begins at 7:00pm. Location is : Freeman Heights Baptist Church,
1120 Garland Ave., Garland, TX 75040. Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH, at (972) 302-9992 for details or wb9zph@gmail.com.
Plano testing is on the third Monday of each month at 6:00pm-. Testing sessions are located at 3160 East Spring Creek Parkway,
Plano, TX. If you have questions send e-mail to ae5sg@arrl.net.
Carrollton testing sessions are sponsored by the Metrocrest ARC. Testing is held at the Carrollton Public Library, 4420 Josey Lane,
75010. Please contact Allan Batteiger at (972) 672-0278.
Sachse, Wylie, Murphy testing sessions are sponsored by the Sachse ARA. Testing is held at 9:00am the second Saturday of the
month at the East Fork Masonic Lodge, 508 Parker Rd., Wylie, TX, 75098. For more information call (214) 500-3472.
St. Paul testing sessions are sponsored by the PARK. Testing is held at 9:00am the third Saturday of the month at the St. Paul City
Hall, 2505 Butcher's Block, St. Paul, TX, 75098. Please contact Kerry A. Weeks at (972) 442-1125.
Other testing session scan be located online at: www.dfwlist.org.
Local Repeaters—See http://www.mckinneyarc.org for additional repeaters.
Voice
Dallas ARC (W5FC) 146.880 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 146.920 PL 110.9
Denton (W5NGU) 444.050 PL 110.9
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 145.470 PL 88.5
Fannin Cty (K5FRC) 443.750 PL 100.0
Garland (K5QHD) 146.660 PL 110.9
Garland (K5QHD) 442.700 PL 110.9
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 147.000 PL 100.0
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 147.280 PL 107.2
Grayson Cty (K5GCC) 444.750 PL 100.0
McKny ARC (W5MRC) 146.740 PL 110.9
Melissa (W5MRC) 443.200 PL 100.0
NTXRA 145.350 PL 100.0
NTXRA IRLP 442.575 PL 127.3
Plano (K5PRK) 147.180 PL 107.2
Plano (K5PRK) 444.250 PL 79.7

McKinney Amateur Radio Club

Richardson (K5RWK) 147.120 PL 110.9
Rockwell (W5ROK) 441.875 PL 131.8
Rockwall (KK5PP) 441.525 PL 141.3
Rosston (WD5U) 145.490 PL 85.4
Van Alstyne (W5VAL) 443.800 PL 103.5
Wylie (W5GM) 442.100 PL 110.9
Digital Modes
APRS
National Freq 144.39 Simplex
National Alt Freq 144.34 Simplex
Winlink
SW Collin Co 145.03 K5BAD-10
SW Collin Co 145.03 W5RAE-10
NE Collin Co 145.07 AE5IT-10
NW Collin Co 145.07 KD5CTQ-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 N5BYL-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 KI5FU-10

SE Collin Co 145.09 K5PRK-10
SE Collin Co 145.09 K5EEN-10
(Plano)* D-Star
Voice 441.575 (+5)
Voice 1295.00 (-20)
Data 1255.00
*D-Star access is available through the
WWW.K5PRK.Net website.
W5NGU (Denton) D-Star
Voice 147.450 (-1)
Voice 442.925 (+5)
Voice 1293.400 (-20)
Data 1253.600
K5TIT (Dallas) D-Star
Voice 147.360 (+0.6)
Voice 442.000 (+5)
Voice 1293.000 (-20)
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